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Social Distance Writing, expressing our thoughts about life during COVID 19.
Emma Howe, Grade 7

Sorry, Nana, I can’t hug you right now
I wish I could, but I have to stay away
But I can blow you air-kisses
And wave through the window.
Sorry, Grampy, but I can’t come inside
But I wish I could
Who knows what germs my dad brings home
I don’t want to give them to you
Soon, I promise.
Soon we can sit by the fire and do a puzzle.
Soon we can go shopping
And I can walk your dog.
Soon we can be together.
Soon we can ride bikes with our friends
Soon we can go to concerts
And movie theaters and restaurants.
But for now, we must stay home
The view is getting old
And we’ve run out of things to do
But we still stay home
To save lives
Stay six feet apart
Wear a mask to cover your face
Wear gloves and don’t touch your face
Even though it’s being covered up by the mask
I promise
Soon we’ll get out there.

What I’m hoping for
By: Bridget Soden, Editor

I stare out the open window
Watching as the world stands still in silence
Wondering if anything will ever be the same
Hoping that I can once again step outside and see the world
To feel the cool breeze as it blows through the trees
To lay on the cold wet grass and watch the stars shine brightly in the dark night sky
Oh how I miss those days
Able to be surrounded by the laughter of my friends as we walk down the crowded
hallways
The countless memories we make just at one sleepover
Oh how I miss those days
Instead, I sit here in silence staring at the world
Watching and waiting for what seems to be an eternity
For the world to be silent no more
For the days to be filled with laughter
So I am alone no more

For more poetry about living during social-distancing,
visit Poets.org

Shelter In Poems.
For mental health resources,
visit the

New York State Health Department.
For updates about New York State,
visit Governor

Cuomo's and the Health Departments Update Page.
For information about Rensselaer County,
visit the

Rensselaer County Health Department

Alone At Home
By Sara Lugo, grade 7
Here I am all alone,
In my house with nobody home,
My cats will keep me company as we do our chores,
It’s just me and my brother alone at home,
Our mom is always at work,
She’s a nurse,
Essential,
Our dad is not home much,
He is the head of IT,
His company makes parts for the military,
Essential,
As we wait at home all day,
We wait for our dad to say,
That we can play,
We play our computers and Nintendo Switches,
Alone at home,
At least we are not bored.
We play all day waiting for our parents to come home,
My cat sleeps in my bed waiting too,
I play with Sophie and Izzy,
I miss them,
I miss people,
The coronavirus keeps us from being together,
The coronavirus tears families apart,
It tears our country apart,
It tears our world apart,
These are mostly my thoughts,
When I wish I could see my friends,
In person,
Not on a screen,
Or a TV,
Face to face,
In person,
People are fighting just for basic necessities,
When if we worked together we wouldn’t feel so helpless,
We could help the helpless,
If we worked together,
When my parents finally come home,
We continue playing for a bit more,
Our cats eat,
Then we eat,
We don´t sit together and eat though,
We just make food when we are hungry,
We eat alone,
But it fits,
Because we are alone,
All alone with nobody home,
Alone at home.

Poem
By: Addison Bauer, grade 7
It’s no secret that a lot has changed,
during this time of quarantine.
Everything from what I used to like to do,
has gone out the window.
I’ve adjusted my outlook on things.
There are many ups and downs.
Still trying to decide,
if the pros outweigh the cons.
Like no more seeing friends,
and no more going to school.
Can’t go shopping at the mall,
But I have found time to do some cooking and baking.
We have to do school online,
But I get to do it in my pajamas when I want.
I can’t see my friends anymore,
But I’ve even gotten closer to my brother!
I have to keep on plugging my phone in,
it dies so quickly.
Can’t get my nails done,
but now I can go outside more.
People can’t get together in groups
Birthday celebrations are like a parade.
If you leave your house,
it’s mandatory you wear a mask.
We can’t hang out with friends in person,
but I can stay up late with them on video chat.
We can’t have sleepovers,
But we get to sleep in now.
We couldn’t have our first dance,
where we would play Nintendo and dance.
We’re missing out on things with our friends,
but we can make up for it later.

Quarantine is like a Roller Coaster
By Henry Hickok, Grade 7

Quarantine is like a roller coaster; it has its ups and downs. You can struggle or
you can succeed. People may say Quarantine is hard, or stupid, but really it’s just
different. You can’t go out to see your friends, you can’t go to most public places, the
only stores you can go to are mostly out of supplies, and you’re either laid off from work
or working from home. A simultaneous positive and negative effect of Quarantine is that
people are realizing that most jobs can be done at home, and this could be good for the
worker, or bad for the economy. People also might be learning they have new talents, or
they might be learning useful skills, like multitasking or persevering. People’s lives are
changing, from going to work every day, to staying at home, mostly all day every day.
I have learned during Quarantine that I work better in quiet spaces, I am better
working independently, and that I like vitamin water! Life has been different since school
closed, I don’t see my friends or teachers and I don’t have to go to school to work.
Working at home is easier for me than other students I’m assuming, because I work
better independently, I get to work on my own time, and I can email my teachers at
whatever time I want saying I need help, or just to ask a simple question. I went from
going to bed early and getting up early to going to bed late and waking up late. I have
been socially interacting with my friends either by Facetime or playing online games
together. I have been struggling when all the teachers have been posting big projects in
the same time period and that leads to stress, but I always find a way to persevere. My
persevering skills help me through hard times, either with questions I can’t figure out, or
when I don’t feel like practicing my instrument anymore even though I know I have to.
I’m not the only one learning how to change, so is my family. My Dad has always
worked from home so it isn’t much to him, but my Mom has always loved to see her
friends and coworkers at her jobs, so I think it may be hard on her. My Mom also loved
to work out at the YMCA so she can’t go there anymore, so she bought her own
workout equipment for home. My sister has always hated school, so she likes the
staying home part about online school, but she hates the work. Quarantine affects all
families differently but this is how my family is affected.
Quarantine is like a roller coaster, it has its ups and downs but it smoothes out
eventually.
*************************************************************************************************************
If you are interested in creative writing, Literary Magazine meets every Wednesday from 2:05 to 2:40 on
Google Meet. Contact Ms. Feinberg at sfeinberg@schodack.k12.ny.us to join our club
or submit entries into our digital publication!

Virtual Spirit Week! April

20 - 24, 2020

Global Warming
By Lucio Maruca, Grade 7
(written in Grade 5)

Dripping, Flowing,
Gushing, streaming
In the heat of light.
Growing, hardening,
Crystallizing,
Solidifying in the cold
of dark.
The world’s ice is a
Slow melting candle
Whose wax is shrinking
Our land.

Having trouble keeping up with online learning?
Tips for Online Classes
By Luc Marra, grade 8

We all know that the school work assigned by your teachers can be a bit
exhausting, and you may find it hard to finish it in a timely manner,
while also finding time to do things you enjoy.
Here are some tips to help you with anything online school related.
● Wake up fairly early: Having early live classes should help you with
this one, but if you don’t have any that day, I would still recommend
waking up before 10 a.m. at the latest. Waking up in the afternoon
can have you in a rush to get your work done, which can lead to
inconsistencies in your work.
● Avoid distractions: Keep your phone away from wherever you are
working, and keep it on silent. You should also consider finding
someplace quiet where you can work. You can take breaks upon the
completion of something you are working on, but getting distracted by
your phone can cause you to fall behind.
● Keep a schedule: Set aside different parts of the day for different
classes. Allow yourself to have a few 10-30 min breaks in between
your classes. Following a routine will help you stay organized, and
you will feel less overwhelmed if you have a lot of work to complete.
● Contact a teacher if you need help: Many teachers hold office hours
every day for students that have questions. If you don’t want to talk
face to face, you can send them an email. Your teachers will be
happy to help you.
● Stay mentally well: Try out a new hobby, learn something new, stay
connected with your friends and extended family digitally, take walks
outside, while maintaining six feet, and anything else you enjoy that
doesn’t involve being near other people. Stay Safe!

Castleton Public Library: Youth News!

Kandinsky Artwork
The 7th graders created these Kandinsky-inspired works of art at home during distance
learning. They were guided by Mrs. Kerner, art teacher, and used a program called
“Roll-a-Masterpiece” which helps with step-by-step directions. This is what Mrs. Kerner
had to say about the project, “Wassily Kandinsky was one of the founding fathers of
abstract art. He felt that he could express feelings and music through colors and
shapes in his paintings. Kandinsky had a condition called Synesthesia which gave him
the gift to see colors when he heard music and the opposite, when he saw color, he
heard music notes. This was one of the ways that made his artwork incredibly beautiful
and unique. After learning about Kandinsky, 7th
  grade Art students were given the task
to create their own Kandinsky inspired artwork. The results are amazing!”
‘Diagonal’, 1923 by Wassily Kandinsky
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Goodbye for Now!
This is the last issue of the Jr. Pawprint for the 2019-2020 school year.
It was put together completely online as we were home using distance learning due to
COVID-19. We are thankful for our one-to-one Chromebooks and Google Classroom!
This poem by 8th grader Oriana Letzelter was originally written for a teacher because
she was leaving the district. Now, it fits for the Class of 2020 and anyone else who
might be leaving Schodack Schools this year. Mrs. Mosher, our 8th grade special
education teacher, is retiring this year. Since we are not able to have in-person
good-byes this year, people are doing more writing than ever. Oriana writes about this
poem and people who are leaving Schodack, “I liked it and I published it to you.”

Good luck in the real world
Make sure you stay true to you
Make sure you fight like a soldier
Against Life’s obstacles
I'm sure you'll be fine
In the great big world
But just in case
You're in our hearts
So now I send you
One big
Good Luck!
Oriana Letzelter, grade 8

