
 

 

  IT IS THE MISSION OF THE SCHODACK CENTRAL SCHOOLS 
 to develop our students to become "...active, reflective, creative learners.  In our schools, they will engage in rewarding work and 

practice behaviors that are intelligent in both an academic and a practical sense.  Students will develop the attitudes, skills and 
understandings that will allow them to fulfill their potential and to function successfully in their individual and social roles."  

 
 SCHODACK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 1216 Maple Hill Road, Castleton, New York 12033-1699 
April 21, 2016 Maple Hill High School Library 
Present:  Michael Hiser, Daniel Grandinetti, Paul Puccio, Victoria Adler, Jeanne Strazza and Bruce Romanchak 
 
Absent:  Michael Charsky, Christian Olsen and Michael Tuttle 
 
Also Present:  Robert Horan, Monica Kim, James Derby, Jason Chevrier, Ron Agostinoni, Michael Bennett and 
Michele Reickert 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES – REGULAR  
 

1. Meeting called to order by President Hiser at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. President Hiser asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

3. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of present agenda, Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

4. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of minutes of regular meeting: March 17, 2016, Victoria Adler 
seconded, all present in favor. 
 

5. Reports:   
 

a. 2016-17 Superintendent’s Recommended Budget – Monica Kim shared that the presented budget is 
within the tax cap and talked about the recommended revenues and expenses.  She expressed that 
the district will be using 1 million dollars from reserve funds to help minimize the necessary 
reductions; the district will still have to reduce approximately $161,000.  She discussed the fund 
balance projection for the remaining reserves.  She explained the history of the districts State Aid, 
and further explained Foundation Aid and why it was so low.   

 
6. Board discussion: 

 Robert Horan discussed the Smart Schools investment Plan and what the next steps.    
 SED Updates – Mr. Horan shared that State Ed is making changes for schools.  Standards alone 

are changing dramatically.  Science K – 12 will be much different than what has been taught 
before.  Social studies standard are out and schools are expected to start implementing.   He did 
share that there would be more local control of how kids are taught and that testing will see 
changes, such as no time limit on state tests and the introduction of online testing.  Graduation 
pathways will be added.  Professional Development requirements have changed to include more 
certifications that are required to complete professional development and report it to the state. 
 APPR will see changes.  It will allow the district to look at data and make changes to struggling 
students.  Student scores will not apply to a teacher and principal’s score until the year 2019.  
Our current plan ends before the new rules apply which will give the district time to work on 
changes.  Mr. Horan expressed that the district needs to start pursuing grants and that the 
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district needs to reevaluate to meet the new requirements. 
 Capital Project update - Mr. Horan shared that the district is entering a new phase of the capital 

project, the architectural portion has been approved by State Ed. and it is now in Engineering 
review, it is moving much faster.  He expressed that construction projects are handled different, 
they take place while school is in session, which is different than past projects.  He talked about 
reorganization of schools, clerical staff, administrators, custodial staff, support staff and 
teachers.    Employees will be informed of where they will be so they can plan.  He shared the 
plan to move the business office to the middle school and use the current business office space 
as swing space during the capital project.   

 Mr. Horan shared the status of energy costs for the bus garage and the offset by the solar 
panels.  This year, the total energy cost for the bus garage has been approximately $1,000.   

 Utica National Safety Excellence Award was received today, a Titanium excellence award. 
 Monica Kim shared the results of a State Audit of the School Lunch program.  The district 

received a very good report and is doing a good job with the lunch program. 
 Thank you card was shared with the board form the STEAM Committee 

 
7. Meeting open for public discussion:   Jim Farrell stated that he desires the board understand their position 

on a situation that arose this year.  He read and delivered a resolution to the board.  President Hiser 
thanked Mr. Farrell and expressed that it is a legal matter and will be discussed with our attorney and may 
be taken up in executive session.  Tim Ryan, Vice President of the Faculty Association, spoke to his history 
here at the district and that he likes how the district makes things happen.  He wants to see it continue.    
He talked about the district being a family and helping each other.   He asked the board to listen to their 
hearts and not their attorney.   
 

8. Board discussion:  Jeanne Strazza asked for detail on the sick bank, Mr. Hiser expressed that it would not 
be able to be discussed in open meeting.  
 

9. Bruce Romanchak moved to adopt Policies with one change to policy 1000, that being:  adding “included 
but not limited to” to the fourth (4th) sentence,   
a. 1000 Community Relations Goals 
b. 1050 Annual District Meeting and Election 
c. 1120 School District Records 
d. 1130 News Media Relations 
e. 1230 Public Participation at Board Meetings 
f. 1400 Public Concerns 
g. 1500 Public Use of School Facilities 
h. 1530 Smoking on School Premises 
i. 1741 Home-Schooled Students 
j. 1800 Donations, Gifts and Grants to the District 
k. 1900 Title I Parent Involvement Policy 
l. 1925 Interpreters for Hearing-Impaired Parents 
m. 8121.1 Opioid Overdose Prevention 

Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor.  Policies adopted. 
 
10. Consent agenda  
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a. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 
2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

b. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the Claims Auditor’s Report for the month of 
February 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

c. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of recommendations of the district Committee on 
Preschool Special Education regarding 2015-2016 special education services for student: 
 000114863.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

d. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of recommendations of the district Committee on Special 
Education regarding 2015-16 special education services for students:  000114640, 000114000, 
000114892, 000114811, 000113261, and 082340007. Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

e. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a health services contract with Averill Park Central 
School District for the 2015-16 school year at a rate of $584.42 per student for (1) one non-
resident student attending non- public schools.   Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

f. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a health services contract with Albany City School 
District for the 2015-16 school year at a rate of $726.05 per student for (7) seven non-resident 
students attending non- public schools.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

g. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a resolution adopting the 2016-17 school district budget 
in the amount of $22,075,681to be presented to voters on May 17, 2016. Paul Puccio seconded, 
all present in favor. 
 

h. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a resolution adopting a 2016-17 school bus proposition 
in an amount not to exceed $223,800.00 for the purchase of one (1) 66 passenger school bus and 
two (2) 22 passenger school buses, to be presented to voters on May 17, 2016.  Paul Puccio 
seconded, all present in favor. 
 

i. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the school district calendar for 2016-17.  Paul Puccio 
seconded, all present in favor. 
 

j. Bruce Romanchak moved for adoption of a resolution for the appointment of Permanent 
Chairperson, Chief Election Inspector, and Inspectors of Election for the annual district meeting on 
May 17, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

k. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of an overnight trip for the Class of 2016 to Ocean City, 
Maryland from June 10, 2016 through June 12, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

l. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of a donation from Maple Hill Athletic Booster Club in 
the amount of $389.70 in support of the purchase of reflective vests for Cross Country and Track 
runners.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

m. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a resolution authorizing the District Treasurer to accept 
a donation in the amount of $389.70 from Maple Hill Athletic Booster Club and to increase the 
General Fund Revenue Code A2705 and Expense Code A2855.450.80.0000 by $389.70.  Paul 
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Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

n. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of a donation from Monolith Solar in the amount of 
$1,900.00 to help offset Smart Kids costs.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

o. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a resolution authorizing the District Treasurer to accept 
a donation in the amount of $1,900.00 from Monolith Solar and to increase the General Fund 
Revenue Code A2705 and Expense Code A2110.490.000.0000 by $1,900.00.  Paul Puccio 
seconded, all present in favor. 
 

p. Bruce Romanchak moved for acknowledgement of a donation from Katarzyna Mello in the 
amount of $500.00 in support of the CES Student Supplemental Account.  Paul Puccio seconded, 
all present in favor. 
 

q. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a resolution approving the final Smart Schools 
    Investment Plan.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 

 
r. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the 2016-17 Real Property Tax Report Card.  Paul Puccio 

seconded, all present in favor. 
 

s. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of a retainer agreement with Honeywell Law Firm, PLLC to 
provide legal services from April 20, 2016 through June 30, 2017 at a rate of $180.00 per.  Paul 
Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

t. Bruce Romanchak moved for acknowledgement of a donation from South Schodack Fire Co. LD 
Aux. in the amount of $100.00 to support the community charities account.  Paul Puccio 
seconded, all present in favor. 
 

11. Resignations/Appointments:   
 
a. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the resignation of Samantha Ayala as Boys Modified 

Track and Field Coach.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

b. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of Amy Hirschoff (certification: 
Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten and Grades 1-6 and Mathematics 7-12) to the position of 
Elementary Education Teacher in the tenure area of Elementary Education, effective September 1, 
2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

c. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of Kristopher Navratil, 
(certification: Technology Education) to the position of Technology Teacher in the tenure area of 
Technology Education, effective September 1, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

d. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of Erika Pincher (certification: 
Early Childhood Education (Birth-Grade 2, Students with Disabilities (Grades 1-6) and Childhood 
Education (Grades 1-6)) to the position of Special Education Teacher in the tenure area of Special 
Education, effective September 1, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
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e. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of Lauren Simon-Friedfel 
(certification: School Psychologist) to the position of School Psychologist in the tenure area of School 
Psychologist, effective September 1, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

f. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of Michael Bennett (certification:  
School Administrator / Supervisor and Special education) to the position of Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum, Instruction and Pupil Personnel Services in the tenure area of Administrator, effective 
July 1, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

g. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the tenure appointment of James Derby (certification:  
School Building Leader and Social Studies 7-12) to the position of Middle School Principal in the 
tenure area of Principal, effective July 22, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

h. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the resignation of Rebekah DeMassio as Special 
Education Teacher effective August 31, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

i. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the a three year probationary term,  of Rebekah DeMassio, 
 in the tenure area of Elementary Education, commencing on September 1, 2015 (correcting an 
appointment from the July 9, 2015 board meeting), provided that, except to the extent required by 
law, in order to be granted tenure, she shall have received composite or overall annual professional 
performance review ratings pursuant to Education Law § 3012-c or § 3012-d of either effective or 
highly effective in at least 3 of the 4 preceding years, and if she receives an ineffective composite or 
overall rating in the final year of the probationary period, she shall not be eligible for tenure at that 
time.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

j. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the resignation of Lori Clesceri as Teaching Assistant 
effective August 31, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

k. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the a three year probationary term of Lori Clesceri, in the 
tenure area of Special Education, which includes a one year Jarema Credit for the 2015-2016 school 
year, commencing on September 1, 2016, provided that, except to the extent required by law, in 
order to be granted tenure, she shall have received composite or overall annual professional 
performance review ratings pursuant to Education Law § 3012-c or § 3012-d of either effective or 
highly effective in at least 3 of the 4 preceding years, and if she receives an ineffective composite or 
overall rating in the final year of the probationary period, she shall not be eligible for tenure at that 
time.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

l. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the a four year probationary term,  of Kaitlyn Castle,  in the 
tenure area of Special Education, commencing on September 1, 2016, provided that, except to the 
extent required by law, in order to be granted tenure, she shall have received composite or overall 
annual professional performance review ratings pursuant to Education Law § 3012-c or § 3012-d of 
either effective or highly effective in at least 3 of the 4 preceding years, and if she receives an 
ineffective composite or overall rating in the final year of the probationary period, she shall not be 
eligible for tenure at that time.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

m. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the distribution of unused 2015-2016 extra-curricular 
funds for JV Softball Coach as follows: 
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i. Patricia Wood – HS Yearbook Photo  $1,247.94 
ii. Renee Egan – MHHS Student of the Month Chair $207.99 
iii. Kelsey Roman – UN 2030 Initiative $311.99 
iv. Susan Wollner – MHHS Debate Club Advisor $311.99 

 Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

n. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the distribution of unused 2015-2016 extra-curricular 
funds for Middle School Musical Director as follows: 

i. Adam Streeter – NYSSMA Advisor $ $415.98 
ii. Adam Streeter – STEAM Day Advisor $371.40 
iii. Jacqueline Hill – STEAM Day Advisor $371.40 
iv. Kristin Bergman-Caulkins – STEAM Day Advisor $371.40 
v. Kathy Malloy – STEAM Day Advisor $222.84 
vi. Karen Sweet – STEAM Day Advisor $371.40 
vii. Kristopher Navratil – Steam Day Advisor $371.40 
viii. Kristopher Navratil – Open Source Computer Club Advisor $415.98 

ix. Kristopher Navratil – Maker Club $623.97 
x. Kristopher Navratil – Robitcs Club Advisor $207.99 
xi. Allison Streeter – Sunset Scholars Club Advisor $415.98 

Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

o. Bruce Romanchak moved for acceptance of the resignation of Janel Gregoire as Art Club Advisor 
effective April 12, 2016.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

p. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the appointment of the following advisor(s): 
i.  Laura Giorgio – Art Club Advisor April 13, 2016 through June 30, 2016. 

 Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
   

q. Bruce Romanchak moved for approval of the following substitute teacher(s):  Di Zhang and Jarrod 
Harrison.  Paul Puccio seconded, all present in favor. 
 

12. Meeting open for public discussion.  Chris Fowler expressed that she has some suggestions for a resolution 
and an explanation of the rational of the thoughts of the people in the union .  President Hiser asked for the 
written information so it could be discussed in executive session.  Laura Cook congratulated the teachers 
getting tenure tonight, and congratulated Kaitlyn Castle on her new position , Mr. Horan recognized Mr. 
Bennett and Mr. Derby and their tenure appointment. 
 

13. Action items. Capital project reorganization, May 5th and May 17th.  Evaluation of people and staff that will 
need to be increased, principal, librarian, physical education and others. 
 

14. Executive session to discuss Schodack Faculty Association contract negotiations. 
 

15. Paul Puccio moved to exit executive session at 8:50 pm., Bruce Romanchak seconded, all present in favor. 
 

16. Adjournment, having no further business before the board, President Hiser adjourned the meeting at 8:51 
pm. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Michele Reickert 

District Clerk  
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